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&plored men must be hanged for
Imurder, supposed to be committed by
?them, and the flimsy plea of insanity
established against a white man who

gshoots a colored man down in cold
dood. The protest in the name of the

floyal colored voters of the United
States in the name of those and their
descendants representing nearly two
inundrea thousand t mon soldiers dur-
ing the war, in the name of the im--
nfortal Iiincoln, whose words are still
burning within us. Emancipation
without liberty is tyranny. Our loy-
alty, fidelity and devotion to the best
interests of the country in her trying
hour. Our continued and exemplified
faithfulness to the political organiza-
tion, the Republican party since the
date of entry into the political family
of the nation, should entitle us to
a share of polite and generous treat-
ment at the hands of those for whom
Ave have done so much to place in
.power, rather than that of injustice,
ingratitude and ungratefulness, which
is at this time clearly marking their
course towards us as a people.

Therefore be it resolved Th:t the
fforegoing. Emancipation Edict lias re-
ceived the unanimous approval of the
committee of arrangements, as a truo
exposition of existing evils practiced
upon American citizens, for we ask its
approval by a vote of this meeting--.

At this juncture Mr. George W.
Stewart came forward and said that
on behalf of the Young Men's Citizen
Club of the District of Columbia, he
Avas requested to present this trav of

illowers to Mr. W. Calvin Chase. The
tray of flowers were beautiful, and on
the card was the following inscription:
"From the Young Men's Citizens Club
or the District of Columbia, to V

Calvin Chase, Esq." After which Col.
Milton M. Holland delivered the fol-
lowing address :

Fellow Citizens, Ladies and Gentle-
man: In all ages of the world, men has
found occasion for festivities or cele-
brations commemorative of some
notable event and in obedience to that
custom, we arc assembled here to-

night to celebrate the twentv-iir- st an-
niversary of the Emancipation of the
slaves in the District of Columbia.

Though the custom has the sanction
of an antiquity, that already fades and
glimmers upon --our eyes," there are
those among us who sneer at such evi-
dences of the gratitude of a people for
blessing received. Grumbler.", croak-
ers objectors, anti date celebration, and
I doubt not that when Gabriel blows
the trumpet, summoning the dead
from the grave, there will be some
who do not think the trump is pitched
an the right key or see the necessitv or
propriety for such proceeding. But in
the language of a great Statesman let
them sneer at you if thev will,
see nothing but the fanciful, the
igrotesque, the empty or the senti-
mental, in the celebration of the tra-d- it

ons of a nation or a race, but you
can tell them that all down the track
of histoiy, whenever or wherever a
nation or a people have ceased to re-
vere the heroism of their ancestors,
they have fallen into effeminacy and
gone to decay. It is only by keeping
the fires of liberty forever atlanu in
the hearts of the "young, that free in-
stitutions are possible, or that popular
government can be maintained.

Let all the anniversaries of all the
nations and of every race and clime,
which brings back the memories, the
traditions, and the triumps of human
libertybe held sacred and dear bv all
the people. Better our old Fourth of
July with.its pompous vanities, its un-
bounded arrogance, and wildest exag-
geration than no Fourth of July at all.
With all their faults and blemishes,
better the old style of Fourth of July
orations which stirred the hearts of the
people and told of real deeds of daring
in the days of the Revolution than
that these should ever be supplanted by
cold and bloodless essays, which dwell
long and lovingly upon the proper
etymology of an English sentence. But
the Anniversary which you celebrate
to-da- y, compared with our National
Anniversary and in the relation which
it sustains to your race rises in im-
portance as the cause of a man bereft
of every right, robbed of every
privilege, driven out from the society
of men and forced to find his lega'l
status with the beast of the field, rises
over that of him, who has been de-
prived of a single right or threatened
with the loss of a single class of
privileges or immunities. It is well
that with full and grateful hearts you
celebrate its annual return. Teach
your children its importance, and hold
it Jin high and sacred remembrance.
Prize it as your dearest legacy from
man, and cherish it as the richest gift
ofGod.

And now fellow citizens it affords
me pleasure to give way to the "Orator
of the Day." He needs no words of
introduction from me; wherever the
English tongue is spoken he is known,
honored and respected. A man whom
the narrow prejudice of our own land
against the race of which he is a mem-
ber vanquishes, and the haughty and
low alike love to do him honor; a man
whose name is inseparable with the
cjiuse we celebrate. I now present to
you the Hon. Frederick Douglass.

tflQNj FREDERICK DOUGLASS'
SPEECH.

Friends and Fellow Citizens'. I
could have wished that some one fr"in
among the younger men of Washing-
ton, some one with a mind more fruit-
ful, with a voice more eloquent, with
an oratorical ambition more loft, more
active, and more stimulating to high
endeavor than mine, had been selected
'by your committee of arrangements, to
,give suitable utterance to the thoughts,
firolng3 and purposes, which this 21st.
Anniversary of Emancipation in the
District of Columbia is fitted to inspire.
That sucli a one could have been
easily found among the aspiring and
promising young colored men of Wash-
ington. 1 am happy to know and am
iproud to affirm. They are the legit-
imate children of the great act wo are
met to celebrate. They have been
reared in the light of its nzw born
freedom, qualified by its education,
and by the elevating spirit of liberty,
to speak the wise and greatful words
'befitting this occasion. Th presence
of one such as your orator to-nig- ht,

would be a more brilliant illustration
of the wisdom and beneficence of the act
of Emancipation, than any words of
mine, however well chosen and appro-- j

priate.. J. .repi;esemVthe ,past,'hey, hp
present. I represent the downfall of
slavery, they the glorious triumphs of
Liberty. I speak of deliverance from
bondage; They speak of concessions
to liberty and equality. Their mission
begins where my mission ends.

Xevertheiess,, while X wpuld have
gladly given .place, to one of these
rising young men, I could not well de-

cline the duty and the Tionor of ap-

pearing here to-nig-ht Jt may after
all be well to have something of the
past mingled with the present, and
that one who has had some share in
the conflict should share also in the
public joy of the victory.

At the outset as an old watchman
on the walls of liberty eagerly scan-
ning the social and political horizon,
you naturally ask me, what of the
night? It is easy to break forth in joy
and thanks-givin- g for emancipation in
the District of Columbia. It is easy
t calL up the noblo sentiments, and
the startling events which made that
grand measure possible. It is easy to
trace the foot-ste- ps of the negro in
the past, marked as they are all the
way' along with blood. But the pres-
ent occasion calls for something more.
How stands the negro to day? What
are the relations subsisting between
him and the powerful people among
whom lie lives, moves and has his
being? What is the outlook, and what
is his probable future?

You will readily percieve that 1

have raised more questions than 1
shall be able for the present to an-

swer. My general response to these
inquiries is a mixed one. The sky of
the American negro is dark, but not
rayless: it is stormy but not cheerless.
The grand old party, of liberty, union
and progress, which has been his reli-
ance and refuge so long, is less cohe-

sive and strong, than it once was. As
the war for the Union recedes into
the misty shadows of the past and the
negro is no longer needed to assault
forts and stop rebel buUets, he is in
some sense cf less importence. Peace
with the old master class has been
war to tho negro. As the one has
risen the other has fallen. The reac-
tion has been sudden, marked and vio-

lent. It has swept the negro from
all the legislative halls of the South-
ern states, and from those of the Con-

gress of the United States. It has
in many cases, driven him from the
ballot box and the jury box. The
situation has much in it for serious
thought, but nothing to cause despair.
Above all the frowning clouds that
lower about our horizon, there is the
steady light of stars, and the thick
clouds that now obscure them, will in
due season, pass away.

In fact, they are already passing
away. Time and events which have
done s much for us in the past, will, 1
trust, not do less for us in the future.
The moral government of the universe
is on our side,- - and es, with
all honest efforts, to lift up the down
trodden and oppressed in all lands,
whether the oppressed be white or
black.

In whatever else the negro may have
been a failure, he has, in one respect,
been a marked and brilliant success.
He has managed bv one means or
another to make himself one of the
most prominent and interesting figures
that now attract. and hold the atten-
tion of the world.

Go where you will, you meet with
him. He is alike present in the study
of the learned and thoughtful, and in
the play house of the gay and thought-
less We see him pictured at our
street corners and hear him in the
songs of our market places. The low
and the vulgar curse him,, the snob
and the flunk' affect to despise him,
the mean and the cowardly assault
him because they know that his friends
are few, and that they can abuse him
with impunity, and with the applause
of the vulgar crowd. But, despite of
it all, the negro remains like iron or
granite, cool, strong, imperturable and
cheerful.

Men of all lands and languages
make him a subject of profound
thought and study. To the statesman
and philosopher, he is an object of in-

tense curiosity. Men want to know
more of his character, his qualities,
his attainments, his mental possibili-
ties and his probable destiny. Not-
withstanding their black faces, the
jubilee singers, with their wild and
plaintive music, thrill and charm the
lrost refined and cultivated of the
white race, both here and in Europe.
Generous and brave men like Andrew
Jackson, Benjamin F. Butler and Gen-
eral Grant, have borne ample testimony
to the courage of the negro to his gal-
lantry and to his patriotism. Of the
books, pamphlets and speeches con-
cerning him, there is, literally, no end.
He is the one inexhaustible topic of
conversation at our firesides and in our
public halls.

Great, however, as is his advantage,
at this point, he is not altogether for-
tunate after all as to the manner in
which his claims are canvassed. His
misfortune is that few men are quali-fie- d

to discuss him candidly and im-

partially. Americans can consider
almost any other question more calmly
and fairly than this one. I know of
nothing outside of religion, which
kindles more wrath, causes wider dif-
ferences, or gives force and effect to
fiercer and more irreconcilable anta-
gonisms.

It was so in the time of slavery, and
it is so now. Then, the cause was
interest, now, the cause is pride and
prejudice. Then, the cause was prop-
erty". He was then worth twenty
hundred millions to his owner. He is
now worth uncounted millions to
himself.

Let any man now claim for the ncjgro,
or worse still, let the negro now claim
for himself any right, privilege or im?
munity which has hitherto been denied
him by law or custom, and he will at
once open a fountain of bitterness, and
will forth overwhelming wrath .

It is his sad lot to live in a land
where all presumptions are arrayed
against him, unless we except the pre-
sumption of inferiority and worth-lessnes- s.

If his course is downward,
he meets very little resistence, but if
upward, his way is disputed at every
turn of the road. If he.comes in rags
and in wretchedness, he answers the
public demand for a negro, and pro-
vokes no anger, though he may pro-
voke derision, but, if he' presumes to
be a gentleman and a scholar, Tie is
then entirely out of his place. He
excites resentment and calk forth stern
and bitter opposition. If he offers him- -

self toa builder as a mechanic, to a
; client as a lawyer, to a patient as a
physician, to a university as a profes-
sor, or to a department as a clerk, no
matter what may be his ability or his
attainments, there is a presumption
based upon his color or his previous
condition of incompetency, and if he
succeeds at all, he has to do so against

j this most discouraging presumption.
It is a real calamity in this country,

for any man, guilty or not guilty, to be
accused of crime, but it is an incom-
parably greater calamity, for any col-
ored man to bo so accused: Justice is
often painted with bandaged eyes. She
is described in forensic eloquence, as
utterly blind to wealth or poverty,
high or low, white or black, but a mask
of iron, however thick, could never
blind American justice, when a black
man happens to be on trial. Here,
even more than elsewhere, he will find
all presumptions of law and evidence
against him. It is not so much the
business of his enemies to prove him
guilty, as it is the business of himself
to prove his innocence. Tho reason-
able doubt, which is usually inter-
posed to save the life and liberty of a
white man charged with crime, seldom
has any force or effect, when a colored
man is accused of crime. Indeed,
color is a far belter protection to crime
than any thing else. In certain parts
of our country, when any white man
wishts to commit a heinous offence, he
wisely resorts to burnt cork and black-
ens his face and goes forth under the
similitude of a negro. When the deed
is done, a little soap and water de-

stroys his identity, and he goes unco-hi- pt

of justice. Some negro is at
once suspected and brought before the
victim of wrong for identification, and
there is never much trouble here, for
as in the eyes of many white people,
all negroes look alike, and as the man
arrested and who sits in the dock in
irons is black, he is undoubtedly the
criminal.

A still greater misfortune to the ne-

gro, is that the press, that engine of
omnipotent power, usually tries him in
advance of the courts, and when once
his easels decided in the newspapers it
is easy for the jury to bring in its ver-
dict of guilty as indicated.

In many parts of our common coun-
try, tho action of courts and juries is
entirely too slow for tho impetuosity
of the people's justice. When the
black man is accused, the mob takes
the law into its own hands, and whips,
shoots, stabs, haii?s or burns the ac-- or

cused, simply upon the allegation
suspicion ot crime.

Another feature of the situation is,
that this mob violence is seldom re-

buked by the press and the pulpit, in
its immediate neighborhood. Because
the public opiuion which sustains and
makes possible such outrages, intimi-
dates both tho press and pulpit.

Besides nobody expects that those
who participate in such mob violence
will ever be held answerable to the
law, and punished. Of course judges
are not always unjust, nor juries al
ways partial in the case of this class,
but I affirm that I have here given you
no picture of the fancy, and I have
alleged no point incapable of proof,
and drawn no line darker or denser
than the terrible reality. The situa-
tion, my colored fellow citizens is dis-

couraging, but with all its hardships
and horrors, I am neither desperate
nor despairing, as to the future.

One ground of hope is found in the
fact referred to in the beginning, and
that is the discussion concerning the
negro, still goes on.

The country in which we live is hap-
pier governed by ideas as well as by
laws and no black man need despair,
while there is an audible and earnest
assertion of justice and right on his
behalf. He may be riddled with 'bul-
lets, or roasted over a slow fire by the
mob, but his cause cannot be shot or
burned or otherwise destroyed. Like
the impalpable-- ghost of the murdered
Hamlet it is immortal, all talk of its
being a dead issue, is a mistake. It may
for a time be buried but it is not dead.
Tariffs, free trade, civil service, and
river and harbor bills, may for a time
cover it, but it will rise again, and
again, and again, with increased life
and vigor. Every year adds to the
black man's numbers. ' Eveay year
adds to his wealth, and to his intelli-
gence.

There is a power in numbers,
wealth and intelligence, which can
never be despised nor defied. All ef-

forts thus far to deminish the negroe's
importance as a man, and as a mem-
ber of the American body politic have
iaiieu. ii iqo not misreau the signs
of the times, he will play an im-

portant part in the politics of the na-
tion during the next Presidential cam-
paign, and will play it well.

When that cricis shall come, neither
of the great political parties will fail
to appreciate the influence of his voice
and his vote. It would not be strange or
surprising, if even the Democratic
party, should be seized with an appe-
tite of unusual intensity for
these colored votes. From present
indications too I appreh end
that his vote will be employed in such
manner as to more fully open the' gates
of progress and secure for himself a
better position among his fellow coun-
trymen.

Without putting my head to the
ground I can,even now hear the 'anx-
ious inquiry as to when this discussion
of the negro will cease. When will he
cease to be a bone of contention be-

tween the great parties ? Speaking for
myself, I can honestly say I wish to
cease. I long to see the negro utterly
out of the whirlpool of. angry jjolitical
debate. !No one will rejoice more
heartily than myself when this con-
summation is reached: I want the
whole American people to unite with
the sentiment of their greatest Captain
and say with him on this subject, "Let
us have peace." I need it, you need it,
the negro needs it, and every lover qi
his country should endeavor to with-
draw the negro from this angry gulf.
But it is idle, utterly idle to dream of
peace anywhere in this world, while
any part of the human family are the
victims of marked injustice and op-

pression.
la America, no less than elsewhere,

purity must go before tranquility.
Xations no more than individuals, can
revesc this fundamental and eternal
order of human relations. There is no
modern Joshua who can command this
resplendent orb of popular discussion
to stand still. As in the past, so in the
future, it will go on. .It may be

arrested and 'imprisoned for -- a while,
but no power can permanently restrain
it.

If you wish to suppress it I counsel
you my fellow citizens to remove its
cause. The voice of popular complaint
whe'ther it is heard in this country or
in other countries, does not and cannot
rest upon dreams.visions or illusions of
any kind.

The demand for negro rights would
have r ceased long since, but for the
existence of a sufficient and substantial
cause for its continuance.

FelloVf citizens, the present hour is
full of admonition and warning. I de-

spise threats, and remembering as I do
the depths from which I have come and
the forlorn condition of those for whom
I speak, I dare not assume before the
American people an air of haughtiness,
but X cannot forget that the negro is
now,' and of right ought to be, an
American citizen in the fullest sense of
the"word. This high position, I take
it, was not accorded to him in sport,
mockery or deception.

Xo matter what the Democratic
party may say, no matter what the old
master class of the South may say, no
matter what the Supreme Court of the
United States may say, the fact is
beyond question, "that the American
people, in view of the services of the
negro in the national hour of peril,
meant to make him in good faith
according to the letter and spirit of the
constitution of theUnited States, a full
and complete American citizen.

The amendments to the constitution
of the United States mean this, or they
are a cruel, scandalous and colossal
sham, and deserve to be so branded
before the civilized world. What
Abraham Lincoln told us in respect of
the United States is as true of the
colored peoplo as of the relations of
thoie states. They cannot remain half
slave and half free. Y"ou must give
them "all or take from them all. Un-
til this half and half condition is ended,
there will be just ground for com-

plaint. You will have an agrieved
class, and this discussion will go on.
Until the public schools shall cease to
be caste schools in every part of our
country, this discussion will go on.
Until the colored man's pathway to
to the American ballot box north and
south'shall be as smooth and as safe
as the same is for the white citizen;
this discussion v. ill go on. Until the
colored man's right to practice at the
bar of our courts, and sit upon juries,
shall be the universal daw and psactice
of the land, this discussion will go on.
Until the courts of the country shall
grant tho colored man a fair trial and a
just verdict, this discussion will go on.
Until color shall cease to be a bar to
equal participation in the offices and
honors of the country, this discussion
will will go on. Until the trades-union- s

and the workshops of the coun-
try shall eease to proscribe the colored
man and prevent his children from
learning useful trades, this discussion
will go on. Until the American peo-

ple shall make character and not color
the criterion of respectability, this dis-discuss- ion

will go on. Until men like
Bishop Payne, shall cease to be driven
from respectable railroad cars at the
South, this discussion will go on.
in a word, until truth and humanity
shall cease to be living ideas; and man-
kind shall sink back into moral dark-
ness, and the world shall put evil for
good; bitter for sweet, and darkness
for light, this discussion will go on.

There never was a time when this
great lesson could bo more easily
learned, than now. Events are trans-
piring all around us that enforce this
lesson. In one form or another, by
one means or another, these ideas of a
common humanity against privileged
classes, of common rights against
special privileges, are now rocking the
world with explosives that rival the
earthquake. They are causing despots
to tremble, class rule to quail, thrones
to shake, and oppressive associated
wealth to turn pale. It is for Amer-
ica to be wise in time. For the pres-
ent, our institutions are not likely to
be shaken by dinamite or daggers. We
have free speech and a free press,

"Weapons of war we have cast from
the battle." With us there is no apol-
ogy for violence or crime. Happily we
are in a position to win by peaceful
means, those victories more renouned,
than any secured by war

The gates of reason are still open to
us, and while we may speak and vote,
we need not despair.

The question is sometimes asked, as
when, where and by whom, the
negro was first suspected of having
any rights at all? In answer to this
euquiry. it has has been asserted that
William Loyd Garrison originated the
the anti-slave- ry movement, that until
his voice was raised against the
American slave system, the whole
world was silent. With all respect to
those who make this claim, I am
compelled to discent from it. I
love , and venerate the memory
of William Loyd Garrison. I knew
him long and well. He was a grand
man, a moral hero, a man whose ac-

quaintance and friendship it was a
greafprivilege to enjoy. While liberty
has a friend on earth, and slavery an
earnest enemy, his name and his works
will be held in profound and grateful
memory. To him it was given to for-
mulate against oppression and slavery,
the testimonies of all ages. He re-
vived, but did not originate.

It is no disparagement .to him to
affirm that he was preceded bv manv
other good men whom it would be
a pleasure to remember on occasions
like this. Benjamin Lundy, an humble
Quaker, though not the originator of
the anti-slave- ry movement, was in ad-
vance of Mr. Garrison. Walker, a
colored man, whose appeal against
slavery startled the land like a trump
of coining judgment, was before either
Mr. Garrison or Mr. Lundy.

Emancipation without delay was
preached by Dr. Hopkins, of Rhode
Island, long before the voice of either
Garrison. Lundy or Walker was heard
in the land. John Wesley, a hundred
years before, had denounced slavery as
the sum df all villainies. Adam Clark
had done the same. The Society of
Friends had abolished slavery among
themselves and had borne testimony
against the evil, long before the modern
anti-slave- ry movement was inaugu-
rated.

In fact, the rights of the negro, as a
man,, and a brother, began to be as-

serted with the earliest American Colo;
nial history, and I derive hope from
the'fact, that the discussion still goes
on --and the claims of the negro rise
higher and higher as the years roll by.

i&1Two hundred vears of
"

discussion
bated no jot of its power or its-vitalit-

y.

Behind it we have a great; cioua ui
witnesses, going.,baek to the beginning
of our country and to the very founda-
tion of our ETOvernment. Our best
men have given-- their voices and their
votes on the right side of it, throughJ
all our' generations.

It has been fashionablo of late years
to denounce it as a product of North-e- m

growth, a Yankee device for dis-

turbing and disrupting the bonds of
the Union and the like, but the facts
of history are all the other way. The
Anti-Slaver- y side of the discussion
has a Southern rather than a Northern
origin.

The first publication in assertion,
and vindication of any right of the
negro of whichJ have any knowledge,
was written more than two hundred
years ago, by Rev. Morgan Godwin, a
missionary of Virginia and Jamaica.
The last publication of any consider-
able note, of which I have any knowl-
edge, is a recent article in the Popular
Science Monthly, by Prof. Gilliam. The
distance and difference between these
two publications, in point of time,
gives us a gauge m wincn we may in
scood degree measure the progress of
tho negro. The book of Godwin was
nublished in 1680. and the article of
Gilliam was published in 1883. The
space in time between the two is not
greater than the space in morals and
enlightenment. The ground taken in
rsepect to the negro in the one is low.
The ground taken in respect to the pos-

sibilities of the negro in the other is
so high as to be somewhat startling,
not only to the white man, but also to
the black man.

The book of Morgan Godwin is a
literary curiosity and an ethnical
wonder.

I deem myself fortunate in being
the owner of a copy of it. I met with
it while travelling in England, thirty-seve- n

years ago. I was then abroad
for safety rather than-fo- r health, for at
that time there was no place of safety
for mo anywhere under the American
flag or on American soil. An Irish
number one, is safer here now than I
was then. Our government then had
no tenderness for refugees, however
innocent of crime, if their skins hap-
pened to'be slightly tanned or their
hair a trifle woolly. But to return to
Dr. Godwin and his book; he very evi-

dently was not a negro worshiper nor
what in our day would be called an
abolitionist. He proposes no disturb-
ance of the relation of master and slave.
On the contrary he conceded the right
of the master to own and control the
body of the negro, but insisted that
the soul of the negro belonged to the
Lord. His able reasoning on this
point, it is true, left the negro for him-
self neither soul nor body. When he
claimed his bodv, he found that be--
longed to his earthly master, and when
he looked around for his soul, he found
that that belonged to his master in
Heaven. Nevertheless the ground
taken in this book by Dr. Godwin was
immensely important. It was, in fact
the starting point, the foundation of all
the grand concessisns yet made to the
claims, the character, the manhood
and the dignity to the negro. In the
light of his present acknowledged posi-teo- n

among men, here and elsewhere,
a book to prove the negro's right to
baptism, seems rediculous, but so it
did not seem two hundred years ago.
Baptism was then a vital and com-
manding question, one with which the
moral and intellectual giants of that
day were required to grapple.

The opposition to baptizing and ad-

mitting the negro to membership in
the christian church, was serious, de-
termined and bitter. That ceremony
was in his case opposed on many
grounds, but especially upon three.
First the negro's unfitness for baptism,
secondly, the nature of the ordinance
itself; and thirdly, because it would
disturb the relation of master and
slave. The coiley slave-holde- rs of that
day, were sharp and keen scented, and
snuffed danger from afar. They saw
i.i this argument or Godwin, the thin
edge of the wedge which would sooner
or later rend asunder the bonds of
slavery. They sought in piety to
heaven, security for their possessions
on earth, in reverence to God, con-tom- pt

for man.
They contended that the holy ordi-

nance of baptism could only be pro-
perly administered to free and respon-
sible agents, men who in all matters of
moral conduct, could exercise the
sacred right of choice, and this pro-
position was very easily defended.
For plainly enough the negro did not
answer that description. The laws of
the land did not even known him as
a person. He was simply a piece of
property, an article of merchandize
marked and branded as such, and no
more fitted to be admitted to the fel-
lowship of saints, than horses, sheep
and swine.

When Chief Justice Taney said that
negroes in those early days had no
rights which whito men felt bound to
respect, he only uttered an histori-
cal truth. The trouble was that it
was uttered for an evil purpose, and
made to serve an evil purpose. The
slave was solely answerable for his
conduct to his earthly master. To
thrust baptism and the church between
the slave and his master was a dan-
gerous interference with the absolute
authority of the master. The slave-
holders were always logical. When
they assumed that slavery was right,
they easily saw that everything incon-
sistent with slavery was wrong.

But deeper down than any modifica-
tion of the master's authority there
was a more controlling motive for op-
posing baptism. Baptism had a legal
as well as a religious significance. By
nie common law at that time baptism
was made a sufficient basis for a legal
claim for emancipation. I am informed
by Judge Hagner, of the Supreme
Court of this district, that there is an
old law in the State of Maryland re-
versing the common law at this point.

Had I ever lived in that day I should
have been baptized if I could have trot--
ten anybody to perform the ceremony.

For in that day of Christian simplic-
ity, honest rules of Biblical interpre-
tation were applied. The Bible was
imuugnuio mean iust what it said.
When a heathen ceased to be a heathen J

, ,:tim. iiooiivin n r,. ;nt: ia v;uxi3Uiim ne COU1U no
no longer be held as a slave. Within
the meaning of the accepted' word of
God. it was the heathen, not the Chri-
stianwho was to be bought and sold'
and held as a bondsman forever.

This fact stood like a roaring lien
icauy tu tear anu devour any negro

who sought the ordinance of baptism.
In the eyes of the wise and prudent

of his times. Dr. Godwin was a dan
gerous man, a disturber Of the peace
of the church He was cuiltv

I V
of press- -

ing religion into an improper interfer- -
makingt'llUC !- - OCUium uuu., w

mischief generally.
In fact, when viowed relatively, low

as was the ground assumed by this
good man two hundred years ago, he

of his times thenwas as far in advance
as Charles Sumner was when he first
took his seat in the United States Sen-at- e.

What baptism and church mem
bership were for the negro m the days
of "Godwin, the ballot and civil rights
were for the negro in the days of Sum-

ner. Though standing two centuries
apart, these two men are, nevertheless,
conspicuous links in the great chain
of causes and events which raised the
negro to his present position of free-

dom in this and other lands. Here to-

night, on the twenty-fir- st anniversary
of Emancipation in the District of
Columbia, the capitol of the grandest
republic of freedom on the earth. I
kneel at the grave amid the dust and
shadows of bygone centuries and offer
my gratitude and the gratitude of six
millions of my race to Morgan Godwin
as the grand pioneer of Garrison,Lundy,
Goodeli, Phiilis, Henry Wilson, Gerrit
Smith, Joshua R. Giddings, Abraham
Lincoln, Thaddias Stephens and the
illustrious host of great men who have
since risen to plead the cause of the
negro against those who would op-

press him.
Fellow Citizens In view of the

history now referred to, the low point
at which he started in the race of life
on this continent and the many obsta-
cles which had to be surmounted, the
negro has reason to be proud of his
prgress if not of his beginning. He
is a brilliant illustration of social and
anthropological revolution and
evolution.

His progress has been steady, vast
and wonderful. Xo people has ever
made greater progress under similar
conditions. We may trace his rise
from Godwin contending for his right
to baptism, to Garrison with abolition-
ism, and later on to Gilliam alarmed at
the prospect of negro supremacy.
His progress is marked with three G's
Godwin, Garrison, Gilliam. We see
him changed from a heathen to a chris-
tian by Godwin from a slave to a free-
man by Garrison, from serf to a sover-
eign by Gilliam.

I am not a deciple of Professor Gil-

liam, and have neither hope nor fear
of black supremacy, I have very lit-

tle interest in his ethics or his arith-
metic. It may or it may not come to
pass. Sufficient unto the day is both
the evil and the good thereof. A hun-
dred years is a little further down the
steps of time than I care to look, for
good or for evil.

When father Miller proved bv the
Bible, from whose pages a great many
things have been proved, that the
world would come to an end in 1843,
and proved it so clearly that many be--'

gan to make their robes in which they
were to soar aloft above this burning
world, he was asked by a doubting
Thomas, "But father Miller what if it
does not come" ? "Well" said the good
old man "then we shall wait till it
does come."

The colored people of the United
States should imitate the wisdom
of father Miller, and, wait
but we should also work while we wait.
For after all our destiny is largely in
our own hands. If we find we shall
have to seek, if we succeed in the race
of life, it must be by our own energies,
and our own exertions. Others may
clear the road, but we must go for-
ward or be left behind in the race of
life.

If we remain poor and dependent,
the riches of other men will not avail
us. If we are ignorant the intel-
ligence of other men will do but little
for us. If we are foolish, the wisdom
of other men will not guide us. If Ave

are wasteful of time and money, the
economy of other men will only make
our destitution the more disgraceful
and hurtful. If we are vicious and
and lawless, the virtues and good be-

havior of others, will not save us from
our vices and our crimes.

We are now free, and though we
have many of the consequences of our
past condition to contend against, by
union, effort, cooperation and by a
wise policy in the direction and the
employment of our mental, moral, m-t- he

dustrial and political powers, it is
faith of iov soul, that we
can blot out the hand wri-
ting of popular prejudice, remove
the stumbling blocks left in our way
by slavery, rise to an honorable place
in the estimation of our fellow citizens
of all classes, and make a comfortable
way for ourselves in the world.

I have referred to the vast and
wonderful changes which have taken
place in the condition of the colored
people of this country. We rejoice in
those changes to-da- y, and we do well.
We are neither wood nor stonebut men.
We possess the sentiments common to
right minded men.

But do we know the history of those
vast and marvellous changes and the
means by which they were brought
about? Do we comprehend the philo-
sophy of our progress? Do we ever
think of the time, the thought, the
labor, the pain, the self-sacrific- e, by
which, they were accomplished? Have
we a just and proper conception of the
noble zeal, the inflexible firmness, the
heroic courage and other gand quali-
ties of soul, displayed by the reformers
and statesmen through whose exer-
tions these changes in our condition
havebeen-wroughtoutan- the victory
won..

Mr. Williams, in his history of tlie
negro tells his- - readers that it was the
dissolution of the Union that abolish-
ed slavery. He might as well have
told them that Charles Sumner was a
slavfl-hnlri- er t.haf-- . JpfF TlnvJa .oc or.
abolitionist, that Abraham Lincoln,
was disloyal, and that the Devil found- -
ed the Christian Church. Had the
Union been dissolved you and I would
not be here this evening. Had the
Union been dissolved the colored peo-
ple of the South would now be in the
hateful chains of slavery. No, no, Mr,
"WilH:im it. ivjja nnt- - tYia flocfrnnf-.Vr- .

but the salvation of the Union that
saved the slave from slavery and the
country to freedom and the negro to
--itizenship.

The abolition of slavery in the Dis--
uiuu vx. vjuiuiuuih, was one oi cne mosc
important events connected with the.
prosecution of the war for the preser-
vation of the Union, and as such is

I worthy of the marked comm. ..
we have given it to-cla-v. 7Tonly a staggering blow tr. Oi..not
throughout the countrv hut n W,

f blow to the rebellion, wi w Jt.H- - - e

ginning of the end to both, it Di..
the national dignitv and me nation!power on the side of
It was the first step towards

emancipation
a red

eciana regenerated nation
parted amoral and human signify

as im.

w wnat at nrst seemeu to tho
world, only a sanguinarv war forempire.

This great step in national protrrp,.
was not taken without a v&w
struggle m Congress. It reonirofi
large share of moral courar u.faith in the power of truth, and con
fidence in the enlightenment nni
loyalty of the people, to support thi
radical measure.

I need Dot tell you it was bitterly
opposed on various grounds bv the
Democratic members of Congress. T,
them it was a measure of flagrant kifaith with the slaveholders of theDistrict; and calculate to alienate tho
border States, and drive them com
pletely into the Confederate state?'
and make the restoration of thf rn,"'
impossible. There was "iii'--

m....
v

mor
UIU1I

force in such arguments tht-- th.in
now. The situation v,i critical. Th
rebellion was in the fullness of
strength, bold, defiant, victorious and
confident of ultimate suece. yy
great man on horseback had mt then
become visible along the Western
horizon. Sherman had not begun his
triumphant march to the sea. But
there were moral and intellectual giants
in the councils of the nation at" that
time. We saw in the Senate chamher
the towering form of tho lament
Sumner, the earnest and pr.Mtics!
Henry Wilson, the honest and cmira.
oih Benjamin F. Wade, the strong ail
fearless Zachnry Chandler, the man

who took tho unsuccessful Grnenu'

from the head of the army of the 1V..
ma In the house we had an array of

brilliant men such as Thaddw-- . Severn
Owen Lovejoy and A. G-- . Kiddh th,
first to advocate in Congress thr an-
ting of the negro in. defen-- ..f t!,

Union. There, too, was Thomas I
Elliot, Henry Winter Davis. Will am

D. Kelly. Eoscoe Conkling. than vh ' i

there has appeared in the ,.

of the nation no patriot ninn pure, m
orator more brilliant, no friend t If --

erty and progress more sini'nr. I

speak all the more freely of him mc
he is now out of politics and in soim

sense under the shadow of defc it. 1

cannot forget that these brave men.

and others just as worthy of innti i

fully comprehend the demands of the

hour, and had the courage and the

sagacity to meet those demands. Thfr

saw that slavery was th root, tho,i!.,

the motive, and mainspring of the r-

ebellion, and that the way to kill the r-

ebellion was to destrov its cause.

Among the great name whi--

should never be forgotten on omsi.
like this, there is "one which shouM

never be spoken but with reverfre.
gratitude and affection, the one man of

all the millions of our countrymen fa

whom we are more indebted fr a

united nation and for American lilurt"

than to any other, and that nam i

Abraham Lincoln, the greatest Mt'-m- an

that ever presided over Vio '

tinies of this Republic. Tho :im-

too short, his term of office h to re-

cent to permit or to require extended

notice gf his Statesmanship or of his

moral and mental qualities. We all

know Abraham Lincoln by hart. In

looking back to the many great men of

twenty vears ago, we find him the

tallest figure of them all. Hi mi-'i-- n

was to close up a chasm opened 1 y an

earthquake, and he did it. it tu!ih
to call back a bleeding, dying and di-

smembered nation to life, and he dul it.

It was his to free his country fr-- m

the crime, curse and disgrace of sl-

avery, and to lift millions to tho plan

of humanity, and he did it. Xr
was Statesman surrounded by jjreafr
difficulties, and never were diffi' nltie

more ably, wisely and firmly met.

Friends and Fellow Citizens in en-elusio- n,

I return to the point frm

which I started, namely : Wh.tf i ''

be the future of the colored people f

this country? Some chang' m thur

condition seems to be looked It '

thoughtful men every whtTv ; b"t vvJiaf

that change will be, no one yet h.iUpn
able with certainty to predict.

Three different solutions to t!. '

ficult problem have been g'-.- i 'iri'1

adopted, by different ela-w- - "f t! '

American people. First, rol"i' ',tj:l
in Africa: Second, extinction t'ir 'is:
poverty, disease and death : Thif'I.1
similation and unification v.it"'i t1'"

great body of the American people

Plainly it is a matter about whh
no man can be very positive in sca-

nning the social sky, he may fall inw

mistakes as great as those which evert

the souls of Wiggins and Vemr anu

other weather prophets. App

ances are deceptive. No man can m

the end from the beginning.
It is, however, consoling to think.

that this limitation upon human I
has helped us in the past and

mav help us in the future. Com

William the Silent have foreseen W

misery and ruin he would brin iJ '

his countrv by taking up t n r

against the Spanish Innu. J. l

might have thought tn i n
great. Had William T

nson ioreseen tnac, I

be hated, persecuted,
fVprisoned and drawn throiu

streets of his beloved Boston, u .tu

halter fihnnfc his neck, even 1m couraff

might have quailed, and the natie
hue of his resolution been sicklied oer

with the pale cast of thought, t vw
Abraham Lincoln have furfn o

immense cost, the terrible hardnip- -

awful waste of blood ami treasure i

i.rtNrrtl ! ffnr- - fn r(tukP iM'i '

posess the --forts and arsenals .ini- -

property captured by the ConM'
.r

States; could he have foreseen iii'- -

and h;
of the widows and orpnan . 1..1., t - l.i: nt fhP I'l'1

.own warm Dioou tricMiHg t
ding of an assassin's bullet, he inu,

have thought the sacrifice too grw

r mMrinont men ar
ill every gi cut mv.v - .pfhose

prepared by preceding eil?::T..ffm'"which are to come. v e new- - .
bewhich ,uvL ,...:! frnml

Miu evil uui umz guv" - o,

store for us. Twenty- - ;-
-

.. -
the svstem of slavery seemeu

nable. rrtfm wfi kinff. anu i"v
' -'JJUvJkX sway.hislized world acknowledged conMmanjWen ty--fi ve years ago no

have foreseen that in les tD,"v0Ui(I

years from that time no

Second Pa3'--
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